INTRODUCTION
The oculinid genus Archohelia Vaughan, distinguished from Oculina only by the presence of a persistent axial corallite similar to that of Acropora, has been thought to be extinct .. It has been previously known from the Upper Cretaceous of New Mexico, represented by a number of species in the Eocene of California, Barbados and the G\.llf Coast region of the United States, by several species in the Oligocene of the Gulf Coast and the State of Washington, and made a last appearance in the Pliocene of Costa Rica, Florida and California (Durham, 1942; Hertlein and Grant, 1960; Vaughan, 1919 , 1927 , 1941 i Wells, 1933 ,1945 .
That this genus is neither extinct nor perculiar to the Americas is evidenced by the surprising discovery by the junior author in 1974 of several living colonies of Archohelia at Rat Island, Gladstone Harbour, Queensland, the subject of this notice. 
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